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Genre Analysis of GRE Essay

Introduction

GRE is a test for for graduate application especially in the United States and for those

students who want to add some competitiveness to their application. Among the several parts

in GRE test, GRE essay is something that I am genuinely interested in because of the desire

to improve my English and prepare for my graduate education as early as possible. Therefore,

GRE essay makes for a worthwhile subject for this genre analysis essay. By examining its

unique structures and tones across several sample GRE essays, it becomes obvious that

purpose of the GRE essay is to test argumentative ability, vocabulary, and the ability for a

student to write in-depth texts.

Body Paragraph

GRE test was started in 1936 and includes sections of analytical writing, quantitative

reasoning, and verbal reasoning (Educational Testing Service, 2023). It is used as a way to

test students who aspire to apply for graduate schools. Importantly, the analytical writing is a

major part of GRE test and is scored on a scale of zero to six, with a score above four

counting as a relatively good score. The analytical writing section is basically an essay that

requires the test taker to write a response to the given prompt in 350 to 600 words in 30

minutes. The scope of the GRE essay topics usually include writing agree/disagree response

to a statement that is about large-scale social phenomenon (Educational Testing Service,

2023). According to the official GRE test holder the Education Testing Center (2023), some

of the examples are whether the test taker agrees that college education should be free,

whether materialism prevents people from becoming independent, whether teachers should
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praise positive behaviors while ignoring the negative behaviors, and so on, which are rather

general and prevalent phenomenons that require understanding of the society and in-depth

thinking in a short time.

When we more closely examine the details of sample GRE essays gotten from ETC

website (2012), it is obvious that they share some similarities in terms of style, structure, and

tones. More specifically, in response to the prompt that asks whether instilling in people a

sense of cooperation is better than competition, the sample essays nearly all follow a structure,

which is an introduction paragraph that either paraphrases the prompt or writes something

that does not seem to be directly related to the prompt but rather serves as a powerful start for

their arguments later on.

For example, a sample essay that received the score of six writes in the beginning that

people sometimes argue that “history is a worthless subject”, and when they do, the author

“simply hold my tongue and smile to myself” (ETS, 2012, p. 12). This beginning sentence

seems unrelated to the prompt, but the writer later links this beginning and the whole essay to

the prompt by examining historical evidence and how it explains that instilling a sense of

cooperation in people is better than teaching them competition only. Another example is an

essay that responds to the same prompt and received a score of five. Specifically, this

five-score essay writes begins with the direct answer to the question by stating that while

cooperation and competition are both valuable and important, “a sense of cooperation is

much more important” (ETS, 2012, p. 17). This is the end of the first paragraph and is

basically a thesis statement that shows which side of the argument this essay stands on.

Similarly, an essay that received a score of four begins with the very much the same
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introduction paragraph and thesis statement when it directly answers the prompt in the first

few sentences and ends the first paragraph with the thesis statement that “it is important for

leaders to have a sense of competition” (ETS, 2012, p. 20). What is also similar between all

the essays mentioned above is that they all present their own side of the argument and

counterargument in the body paragraphs. Specifically, the essay that received the six in score

uses the second paragraph to write about how competitiveness is harmful based on historical

evidence, including Hitler’s competitiveness and the tragedy he caused. Then, this six-score

essay uses the third paragraph to argue how cooperation is beneficial compared to the

competitiveness. The same structure can be seen in the essay that received a score of five

because it uses the second and third paragraph to present both sides of the argument.

In addition, the same structure is seen in the essay that received a score of four, as it

writes about how cooperation is important for people to live in society and then starts with

the word “However” and writes about how competitiveness is more important from his

standpoint (ETS, 2012, p. 21). Although each time these essays write their own agreed

argument in a different order, or they may have different arguments altogether, it is the

structure that they write their stance on the issue, acknowledge the counterargument, and

compare them to prove that their point is true that shows their similarity.

Importantly, there is another similarity, which is their use of transition words. For

example, readers can see many words such as “while”, “although”, “however”,

“unfortunately”, “but”, and other words that show a turn of logic. In other words, these essay

may acknowledge one thing at first, but they then express that the things they just

acknowledges may not be entirely true. These kinds of transition words can be seen in these
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essays and made the essays sound argumentative and logical. In fact, a research article

explains that GRE essay is closely associated with argumentative essay and specifically tests

argument ability of the test taker (Kalpana et al., 2023).

Conclusion

In conclusion, GRE essay basically tests the students’ ability to write in-depth and logical

arguments in response to the prompt. While GRE essays can differ a lot in their specific

arguments and stance, they are also similar because the sample essays all begin with an

introduction section and a thesis statement, and then, they use two separate paragraphs to

discuss two sides of the argument of the prompt.
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Appendices
Appendix 1 (GRE Essay of a score 6)
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Appendix 2
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9

Appendix 4
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Appendix 5 (GRE Essay of a score 5)
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Appendix 6
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Appendix 7 (GRE Essay of a score 4)
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